






THE ADVISER; 


OR 


VERMONT EVANGELICAL MAGAZINE. - 

















No. 32.] AUGUST, 1811, . [No. 8, Vou. Hl. 
Se Rnnanmetia 2 Sameer ce si Sie 
BIOGRAPHY. 

—aee ” 


FROM THE PANOPLIST. 


LIFE OF REY. JOSEP!E MILNER. 
(Concluded from page 200.) 


Some of the more remarkable 
circumstances, which accompa- 
nied this conversiom in its pro- 
ress, are as follow. 
After Mr. M. had been a fa- 


vorite preacher at Hull for sev- 


ff eral years, he began to suspect 


that he had been building a reli- 
gious edifice on asandy founda- 
tion. ‘* By their fruits ye shall 
know them.” He always con- 
sidered the fruits as the touch- 
stone of sound doctrine: and he 
observed, that hitherto, neither 
in his own mind nor, in the con- 
duct of his flock, were those 
fruits produced, which, in the 
word of God, are universally as- 
cribed to the Gospel when . clear- 
ly set forth, and fully received 
into the heart. He began to be 
convinced that there was some- 
thing, during this life to be had 
in religion, of which he himself 
Was not yet in possession ; and 
also that the preaching of the 
Gospel of Christ ought to’ pro- 
duce upon the dispositions of oth- 
2E 


ers certain effects, which he had 
not yet been the means or ihstru- 
ment of producing. There ap- 
peared to him td be a joy in 
believing, a freedom from the 
fear of death, a deliverance from 
the bondage of sin and the love 
of the world, and a taste for ho- 
liness and heavenly things—of 
all which he himself at present 
knew little or nothing, but by 
hearsay. A secret conviction of 
this sort gradually gained ground 
in his mind, and met him in alk 
his religious enquiries. _The au- 
thentic accounts of holy men in 
Scripture and elsewhere, alltend- . 
ed tothe same point. His eyes 
Were in a measure opened ; but 
as yet he saw as “through a 
glass darkly.” | 

In this situation; a natural and 
obvious _ dilemma occurred to 
him. Is the gospel of peace«no 
longer the same as formerly? 
Has it lost its force and influ. 
ence ? or, Do I fail in the use 
‘and application of it? fs the 
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Lord’s hand shortened, that it 
can no longer save ? or, Amla 
workman whoou ght to be asham- 
ed, because I do not rightly di- 
vide the word of truth ? . 

From the moment that doubts 
and suspicions of this kind laid 
hold of the mind of Mr. M. we 
find, that, fur a time, there was 
an end of all his internal comfort 
and tranguility. The man was 
too much in earnest, and had too 
much light to be satisfid with 
pharisaical forms, or even with 
external morality ; but as yet, 
he had not light enough to com- 
prehend the nature and extent 
either of the healing or of the 
sanctifying efficacy of the religion 
of Jesus: he did not, as yet, un- 
derstand what was afterward, 
with him, a very favorite passage 
of the New Testament, that 
*¢ Christ is the end of the law for 
righteousness to every one that 
believeth.” 

Let the reader attentively con- 


sider the perplexed condition of 


this young cofivert: He is deeply 
impressed with a serse of the 
value of an immortal soul: He 
has the most affectionate regard 
for the eternal interests of his 
congregation ; ahd he would be 
delighted to be the blessed instru- 
ment of saving their souls; but 
what is to be done? He trewibles 
for the safety of his own, 
Persons, who themselves have 
never experienced similar internal 
darkness, distress, and trials, nor 
heard much of cases of this kind, 
are extremely aptto wonder, that 
so’pood a man, as they are dis- 
posed to denominate ary one of 
the class to which Mr. M. be- 
longed at this period of his life, 
should be harrassed with anxie- 
ties respecting the salvation of his 
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soul. Whatever doctrine be true, 
they think, such men must be 
safe ; can have nothing-to fear, 


For modes of -faith let senseless zeal- 
ots fight, 

His can’t be wrong whose life isin the 
right. 


Observations of this sort, however 
grateful, because flattering to the 
human heart in general, never 
fail to disgust the truly awakened 
sinner. He knows that they 
originate in a pharisaical way of 
thinking, and imply a most de. 
plorable deficiency of self-knowl.- 
edge. Accordingly, whenever 
the retrospective - contemplation 
of his own good actions was pro- 
posed to Mr. M. as a_ proper 
sourse of comfort, he would say, 
and sometimes hastily, “ You 
know nothing of me, you know 
nothing of yourself, you know 
nothing of the human heart.” 
For the intelligent reader is‘ not 
to forget, that this man is still 
under the guidance of the good 
Spirit of light and truth ; and 
that-though he is described to be 
in great darkness of mind, yet in 
reality Ke is not “ far from the 
kingdom of God.” |The dark- 
ness too i$ only partial; for al- 
ready he has acquired an exquisite 
sense and discernment of the evil 
of sin: and it is chiefly in re- 
gard to the remedy that his eyes 
are shut: he discerns not the 
riches of the Gospel. Already he 
hasa clear insight into the spir- 


-itual nature of the holy law’ of 
God, which, as a schoolmaster, 15 


bringing hden to Christ ; bat he 1: 
not yet enabled with St. Pauly. to 
say, ** there is no condemnation to 
them which are in Christ Jesus.” 
By and by, his greg will be es: 
tablished, his feet will ke places 
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upon a rock, and a new song will 
be put in his mouth. 

But the nature of his happy 
deliverance will be the more 
clearly understood, the more per- 
fectly we comprehend his present 
condition. Observe, then, the 
dealings of Providence. 

The sense of his own unwor- 
thiness increases; his anxieties 
grow more distressing, his con- 
science more and more troubled ; 
he goes mourning all the day 
long. Let no one suspect the 
consciousness of some gross vice 
or wickedness to have been the 
cause of all this: For, it might 
be no easy matter, at least in our 
ordinary intercourse with man- 
kind, to point out a purer charac- 
ter. Several of his contempora- 
ries, some of them of his inti- 
mates, are alive, and will speak 
positively both to the goodness of 
his heart,* and to the innocence 
of his habits: Many circumstan- 
ces providentially concurred to 
preserve him from the excesses 
and irregularities of youth ; and 
we have seen that, afterward, he 
spent the greatest part of his time, 
either in laudable studies in pri- 
vate, or in the industrious dis- 
charge of his professional duties. 
This deep concern of mind is 
from other causes. 

He is humbled and ‘self-abased 
before God, not on acconnt of 
any particular great or gross sins 
which he has committed, but be- 


cause with him no sins are /ittle : 


his. conscience is troubled, not 
because he has more sins to la- 
ment than others have, but be- 
cause his keen, comprehensive, 
spiritual eye, discovers numerous 
sins, where others see none; and 


* See note p. 233, 
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in regard to his anxiety and dis- 
tress, not only an awful apprehen- 
sion of eternity hangs heavy upon 
his mind, but the sense of his 
state of alienation from a holy 
and gracious God, is beginning 
to grow painful and intolerable. 
This last mentioned cause of sor- 
row, in a truly awakened con- 
Science, is always a mystery to 
men of the world ; -Nor is it pos- 
sible they should comprehend it, 
till they acquire some relish for 
the beauty of holiness. 

If these facts and observations 
have served to open, in a degree, 
to the reader’s view, the real 
state of the case which he wishes 
to understand ; let him now re- 
collect two things "1, That Mr. 
M. in whatever he happened to be 
materially interested, was not of 
atemper to do things by halves : 
and 2. that the eternal life and 
happiness, both of himself and of 
his flock were at stake. He pray- | 
ed fervently and _ incessantly. 
He searched the Scriptures with 
unexampled diligence; and he 
conversed with serious and godly 
people, wherever he could find 
them. His health suffered not a 
little from agitation and distress 
of soul ; and from want of sleep ; 
but, perhaps, his hardest conflict 
arose from a degree of harassing 
uncertainty, lest, as a spiritual ad- 
viser he should be misleading his 
congregation in the great concern 
of religion. 

In this situation of his mind 
some well meaning persons 
treated him with much imprn- 
dence. They frequently told 
him, ‘ it was through fear of the 
world that he did not take a more 
decisive part, in delivering his 
doctrines from the pulpit; and 
that while he continued to act 
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thus, he would never be blessed 
with a deliverance from his per- 
plexities, and enjoy the liberty of 
the Gospel.”? As insinuations of 
this sort ‘aaltinie had facts to sup- 
port them, nor were suited to the 
proud independent, irritable tem- 
per of Mr. M. they rather tended 
to increase his prejudices against 
religious persons of a_ certain 
class, and to separate him from 
their company. He constantly 
replied, and with a degree of ve- 
hemence and positiveness, * that 
whatever faults he might have, 
he was sure that fear of the world 
was not one of them.” The 
whele tenor of the religious part of 
his life, confirmed this judgment 
of himself. The writer has heard 
very useful and excellent clergy- 
men acknowledge, that they 
could never bring themselves to 
lay before their respective con- 
gregations, the numerous disa- 
greeable truths, which Mr. M. 
constantly did; much less, with 
so much pointed distinctness and 
resolute integrity. The truth is, 
atthe timeof which we now speak, 
be did not yet see his way : he 
was daily crying out, “ Give me 
understanding, and I shall keep 
thy law ; yea, I shall observe it 
with my whole heart.” He was 
ready to make hig@hoice, the mo- 
ment he saw his duty : Few men 
have been more constantly, or 
more entirely free from the sear 
of man than Mr. M. 

It was in the diligent use of the 
Scriptures, in patiently waiting 
upon God in prayer, and in care- 
fully avoiding every known sin, 
that he was at last brought to 
have peace of conscience, and 
peace with the God whom he 
— to serve in newness of 

ife. 
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He could obtain no useful in. 
struction or advice by communi. 
cating with any of his clerical 
brethren who at that time lived 
near him. 

The all-important Scripture. 
doctrine of justification by faith 
only, precisely as it is described 
in our most excellent article of 
religion,* in a practical way took 
firm possession of his understand. 
ing, and soon displayed its heal- 
ing power in the due application 
of it to a wounded conscience. 
His mind had been well prepared 
by previous salutary discipline ; 
and the medicine, therefore, had 
its proper effect. Let no one be 
surprised at this; doubtless the 
preparation of the heart was from 
the Lord,t and doubtless the 
medicine was administered by the 
invisible Physician of souls. 
Men of the world judge most 
erroneously of these matters. 
‘They ever suppose that persons 
of Mr. Milner’s stamp are enthu- 
sjastic, and much given to depend 
on sudden feelings and impulses. 
On the contrary Mr. Miln er justly 
maintained, that there was no act 
of a man’s life in which he is 
more rational, or more free from 
enthusiasm, no act in which 2 
man knows better what he 1s 
about, than when, with true pen- 
itence and renunciation of all seit 
dependence, he simply commits 
himself to Christ by faith, and re- 
lies solely on him for justification 
and acceptance before God, and 
for all spiritual blessings both 
here and hereafter: and he often 
added, that though warm and 
grateful affections might very 
properly accompany this act, yet 
no. sortof reliance was to be placed 


* Artic'e ZI + Prov. xvi. 1. 
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on sudden feelings, impulses, and 
transports. 

That ‘ works done before the 
grace of Christ and the inspira- 
tion of his spirit have the nature 
of sin*.”?’ Mr. Milner not only 
concluded from the express decla- 
rations of holy writ, and in har- 
mony with the articles of the es- 
tablishment to which he belongz- 
ed; but in his own experience 
also he fel¢ that this was a la- 
mentable truth; and. therefore, 
both ** in season and out of sea- 
son” he exerted every nerve, to 
convince gainsayers that, in the 
present condition of our fallen 
nature, no works can be accepta- 
ble to God, but such as arise from 
a lively faith in the Redeemer. 

One of the most common ob- 
jections to the doctrines of grace 
1s, that if mankind are so deprav- 
ed by nature, that they have no 
power to do good, they cannot be 
responsible fur their actions. Mr. 
M. never meddled with the met- 
aphysical niceties, which belong 
to this inquiry: at least, in the 
pulpit, he always confined him- 
selfto the Scripture-account of 
the matter. He consiantly 
taught the necessity of the effica- 


cious operation of the Holy 


Ghost, in restoring to the Ge- 
praved nature of fallen man, the 
jost image of God ; but, at the 
came time, he steadily inculcated 
the important duty of employing 
proper means to obtain the ends 
inview. He ever maintained, 
that the Spirit of God did not 
operate onthe minds of men, as 
though they were inert matter, or 
mechanical engines, but, that the 
biessed effects took place always 
in the use of cur rational facul- 


* See Article XI and ZIL 
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ties, and consistently with every 
notion of the freedom af the hnu- 
man will, to which any clear and 
satisfactory meaning can be as- 
signed. 

Mr. Milner just lived to receive 
that very ample and decisive tes- 
timony ef esteem, which was 
shewn to him by the Mayor and 
Corporation of Huil upon the 
decease of the Rev. Mr. T. 
Clarke. He was chosen Vicar 
almost unanimously. 
survived that event only a few 
weeks. He died Nov. 15, 1797. 

ever was sorrow more un- 
feigned or more general among 
the inhabitants of a large town, 
than at Hull, on the loss of their 
pjous and faithful minister. A 
spirit of mutual condolence per- 
vaded the hearts of the people; 
numbers expressed their respect- 
ful sentiments of the deceased by 
the change of their external 
dress; and when the serious 
minister adverted to the recent 
melancholy event in the pulpit, 
almost every eye bore testimony 
to the feelings of the heart. 
Some very remarkable wishes 
were uttered by profane, worldly, 
and avaricious persons ; * That 
they would freely give up ail 
their wealth to be where HE now 
was,” 
clergy of the town of Hull have, 
in general, been very serious per- 
sons, and have lived in harmony 
with Mr. Milner both in doctrine 
andin zeal. Some of them have 
been his pupils both in profane 
and sacred learning ; and ail of 
them looked up to him with rev- 
erence as a wise and experienced 
guide in spiritual things. The 
affectionate attachment of one of 
them was so tried by his death, 
that he could scarcely be induced 


But he . 


For many years past the- 
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239 
to desist from mourning over the 
remains of his friend, or, for 
some days after to take necessa- 
sy refreshments. 

Mr. Milner bequeathed the 
greater part of his little property 
to his niece Sarah, the wife of Mr, 
Yhomas Wilberforce Crompton : 
His will begins with these intro- 
ductory clauses : “I, Joseph 
Milner of Kingston upon Hull, 
make this my last Will and Tes- 
tament. I commit my soul and 
body to Jesus Christ, the only 
Savior of lost sinners. I am one 
of those : a fallen spirit, dread- 
fully guilty and impure in every 
faculty by nature: and I thank 
Jesus Christ my Lord that he 
hath shewn me the way of full 
salvation through his obedience 
unto death, even the death of 
the cross, to the glory of God 
the Father. Hence only, I ex- 
pect to find God my God 
through ail eternity ; and to be 
enabled to serve and delight in 
him as my only portion. My 
own salvation I expect only in 
this way, in which I have been 
enabled to preach to others. . I 
bave no works to plead for this 
end. If I have been enabled to 
perform any that are good, since 
‘I was made acquainted with 
Christ Jesus, they are very poor 
and imperfect indeed ; stained 
and mixed with much iniquity. 
What is good in them, 1s the 
Lord’s, and I shall be glad to 
give him the glory of-it; and to 
have my doing so esteemed an 
expression of some thankfulness 
to,him, who saves me freely.” 

. His kealth had been visibly on 
the decline for the space of eight 
or ten years, and had received, 
about six years before his death, a 
severe shbck by a fever, from the 
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effect of which he never entirely 
recovered. His near relatives, 
as wellas many of his friends 
saw with sorrow the impression 
which had been made by this dis. 
ease on his feeble constitution ; 
and the Mayor and Aldermen of 
Hull were so persuaded of the 
decline of his strength, and abili. 
to labour, that with a kindness 
and aconsideration which does 
them great honor, they liberally 
voted for him the sum of forty 
pounds a year, in support of an 
additional usher of - his school, 
This voluntary mark of the unan- 
imous approbation and esteem of 
his patrons, did not fail to pro- 
duce universal satisfaction in the 
town. The inhabitants of Hull 
were well convinced that their 
industrious School-master was in 
no danger of becoming indolent : 
They saw that he was almost 
worn out in their service ; and 
they were glad to be informed 
that now, through the daily as- 
sistance of two ushers, he would 
experience considerable _ relief 
from the wearing employment of 
teaching school-boys. It is by 
no means improbable, that he 
might have lived longer, if, be- 
fore it had been too late, he 
could have been induced to lessen 
sufficiently his exertions, and 
to guard more effectually against 
the changes of the atmosphere ; 
but if lives were to be measured 
by what men do, rather than by 
the succession of fleeting mo- 


-ments, his life would be found 


sufficiently long. 

For many years together, till 
the pressure of infirmities com- 
pelled him to diminish his labors, 
besides his regular duty in the 
morning at Ferriby, nine miles 


from Hull, and at Hull on the 
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same Sundays, he also preached 
in the high church at Hull, every 
alternate Wednesday in the fore- 
noon; and on every Thursday 
in the week he read the prayers, 
and expounded a portion of 
Scripture, to a crowded congre- 
gation at Lister’s hospital. Now, 
when it is considered that many 
solid hours were daily taken up, 
inhis school, with a business by 
no means refreshing to the spirits, 
it may seem extraordinary, that 
he could find time for bodily ex- 
ercise, for the visitation of the 
sick, and for private study. 

It might be a very useful les- 
son to careless and dissipated per- 
sons, who seem not sensible of the 
importance of time, to reflect, 
what a large proportion of Mr. 
M’s life may be accounted for, 
and shewn to have been actually 
spent in virtuous and laudable 
occupations. He died in his 
54th year. During the first 
twenty-three years of his life, we 
find him exerting every nerve to 
aequire knowledge; and during 
agreat part of the last thirty 
years, he is daily five or six hours 
in his school ; Then, besides his 
frequent preachings and visita- 
tions of the sick, his poetical com- 
positions, and many baskets full 
of sermons committed to the 
flames, on account of the author’s 
disapprobation of their contents, 
there are now in existence eight 
or nine hundred sermons in man- 
uscript, composed after the au- 
thor’s sentiments had changed 
and were fixed. ‘To this account 
are to be added many essays: on 
religious subjects, yet unpublish- 
ed; and all his publications, 
which are well known ; particu- 
larly the last most important one, 
“the History of the Church of 
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Christ,”? which could never have 
been brought into its present 
state without much time and 
thought, or without the consul- 
tation and sifting of numerous 
volumes of the fathers and other 
original writers. If, from these 
undoubted facts,’ any judicious 
person, qualified by his experience 
to make the proper allowances. 
should be disposed to indulge his 
curiosity by computing the requi- 
site portions of time, the writer is 
well convinced that his main dif- 
ficulty would be to find a suffi- 
cient number of hours in so short 
a life for producing so much ef- 
fect. This difficulty, however, 
will in a measure be relieved and 
explained in the minds of those 
who knew him well, when they 
recollect that Ais mind was con- 
stantly at work: that no man 
who ever lived, perhaps, dissi- 
pated fewer moments; that the 
Scriptures were his constant 
study, and profane history his 
amusement; and that the sub- 
stance and matter of his sermons 
were the effect of many days’ 
rumination in his walks, in his 
rides ; and not unfrequently, in 
company ; when the conversation 
did not happen to suit his taste. 

The compositions of Mr. Mil- 
ner, whether already published 
or yet in manuscript, are most 
perfectly free from plagiarism. 
He profited by his immense 
reading ; but neither his thoughts 
nor his expressions are to be tra- 
ced in books; unless indeed in 
the case of Some short and pithy 
favorite sentiment or sentence, 
which had forcibly struck hi- 
mind. He was an original think. 
er; hehad confidence in his own 
and he usually acted 
upon it; Mr. Milner always 
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bends with reverence and sub- 
mission to the scriptures, but 
never to human authority. 

It is not to be expected that 
sermons written so rapidly, and 
purely for the purpose of doing 
good to his,congregations, with- 
out the least view to the publica- 
tion of them, should be very cor- 
rect. He found time to forge 
and hammer, but he had none to 
file and polish. 

There is- hardly a more com- 
mon mistake, than the supposition 
of dulness and melancholy being 
necessarily connected with very 
religious dispositions. Mr. Mil- 
ner was, throughout life the far- 
thest possible removed from be- 
ing adull companion. We have 
already observed that many are 
alive, who can speak to the 
sociable turn and cheerfulness of 
his temper: Nor was this the 
case only before, but also after 
his thoughts were chiefly occu- 
pied with religious subjects. He 
always spent much time in soli- 
tude ; but he failed not to con- 
tribute his full share to the a- 
musement and improvement of 
the company -where he did hap- 
pen tobe present. If on certain 
occasions, he ,appeared uncom- 
monly grave,-or not well pleased, 
it was because something was 


going forward which jhe disap. 


proved, something immoral or 
profane: Otherwise, before he 
grew zealous in the cause of true 
religion, he was generally es- 
teemed one of the most enter- 
taining men of the place in which 
he lived. His imagination was 
lively and fruitful ; ‘and he kad 
an exquisite sense of the Iudi- 
crous. His memory was stored 
with abundance of curious facts 
and anecdotes ; and his observa- 
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tions on men and things were ex. 
tremely original and impres. 
sive. 

Whatever Mr. Milner did, he 
did with all his might. It was 
before remarked, that he was not 
of a disposition to do things by 
halves. Greek, Latin, History, 
and Poetry, chiefly employed the 
former patt of his life : Practical 
religion, or subjects connected 
with it, the latter. 

As a disciplinarian in his 
school, he was sufficiently rigid ; 
yet his scholars, almost without 
exceptian, loved and. revered 
him. Several gentlemen, who 
had been his pupils many years 
ago, shewed a sincere regard for 
their instructor, by erecting, at 
their own expense, an elegant 
monument to his memory in the 
High Church of Hull. 

The monument was executed 
by Mr. Bacon, with the follow- 
ing inscription : 

To the Memory of 
JOSEPH MILNER, M. A. 
Successively Lecturer aud Vicar of 
this Church, 
and upwards of 30 years 
Master of the Free Grammar 
School, 

' . this monument is erected 
by the grateful affection of hisScholars. 
He was a Man ; 
of a vigorous understanding, 
efensive learning, 
and ~unwearied diligence: | 
distinguished 
by primitive purity of sentiment, 
and holiness of life. 
He uniformly proved himself, 
through a long and active ministry, | 
a zealous champion of the faith of 
Ghrist ; 
which his labors 
successfuliy inculcated, 
and his writings will exhibit and vindi- 
cate to future generations. 
He died 
. on the 15th November, 1797, 
* im the 54th year of his age. 
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more and mote if proportion to 
the approach of that day when 
we shall stand together before the 
judgment .seat of Christ. Our 
love, faithfulness, zeal, and ener- 
gy in urging each other to duty, 
should increase and rise higher 
and higher in proportion as we see 
this day approaching. 

This duty, this kind office, the 
writer has been attempting to per- 
form in the preceding papers on. 


-covenanting with God, and is still 


farther attempting to discharge 
in this address. This will nat- 
urally follow what he hath writ- 
ten on that subject, and may 
serve further to stimulate us to 
the duties already suggested. It 
behooves him ‘to exhort you in 
realizing views of the day which 
1s approaching ; of its near and 
Hasty approach to himself and 
you, and of its immense eternal 
consequences to us both. It is 
of high concern to you to receive 
this brotherly exhortation in the 
love of the truth, and in the near 
and realizing views of death and 
the judgment day; «and to be 
quickened and animated to all ho- 
ly living, so much the more as 
ye see the day approaching. 
The belief of such a day, how it 
approaches, what a day it will be, 
and what its eternal consequen- 
ces, should awaken in every breast 
the highest concern to keep cov- 
enant with God ; to be circum- 
spect, prayerful, sober, ‘vigilant, 
steadfast, immoveable, always a- 
bounding in the work of the 
Lord. ‘The apostle having spok- 
en of this day and its concomi- 
tant events, observes, What man- 
ner of persons ought we to be in 
all holy conversation and godli- 
ness! Wherefore, beloved, seeing 
that ye look for such things,"be 






An Address to professing Christians. 244 


diligent that ye be found of him 
in peace, without spot, and blame- 
less. (Pet. itt. 11. 14.) In this 
day the secrets of the heart, the 
secrets of all men, will be reveal- 
ed, and judged according to the 
gospel. Every decext and spe- 
cious pretence will be detected, 
and every mask and false cover. 
ing removed ; and how we have 
payed or neglected to pay our 
vows, will be made manifest, to 
our exceeding joy and triumph, 
or shame and contempt, before 
assembled worlds. No pleas of 
fair professions, of distinguishing 
privileges, of offices and high 
standing in the church, of com- 
mon or extraordinary gifts, with- 
out grace, will be of the least a- 
vail. Unless we are born of God, 
united to Christ by faith, and live 
godly in Christ Jesus, the door 
will beshut against us. No pleas 
will ever avail toopenit. What 
solemn and deeply affecting ad- 
monitions has our Lord and 
Judge given us of this! Not ev- 
ery one that saith unto me, Lord, 
Lord, shall enter into the king- 
dom of heaven ; but he that doth 
the will of my Father which is in 
heaven. Many will say unto me 
in that day, Lord, Lord, have we 
not prophesied in thy name ?— 
Agd in thy name cast out devils? 
And. in. thy name done many 
wonderful works? And then will 
I profess unto them, I never knew 
you : depart from me, ye that 
work iniquity. ( Maith. vit. 21, 
22.) When once the master’ of 
the house is risen up and hath 
shut too the door, and ye- begin 
to stand without, and to knock at 
the door, saying, Lord, Lord, 
open unto us, and he shall an- 
swer and gay unto you, I know 
you not whence you are; Then 
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shall ye begin to say, We have 
eaten and drunken in thy presence 
and thou hast taught in our 
streets : but he shali ay, I tell 
you I eats you not whence you 
are ; depart frum me, all ye 
workers of iniquity. ‘There shall 
be weeping r and guashing of teeth, 
pie ye shall see Abr aham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, and all the prophets 
in the kingdom of heave ns and ye 
yourselves thrust out. (Lwée xiii. 
25, 26, 27; 25.) tow should 
premo nitions like these penetrate 
the heart of every professor, -of 
every minister, of all church off- 
cers, 4s well as common Chris- 
tians! Since Sting so distin. 
guished by gilts and privileges, 
ind of such high standing in the 
church, shall thus be disowned 
by Christ, and shut out of his 
kiegdom, how should it engage 
ali to work out their salvation 
with fear and trembling ! How 
should they strive, even with an 
agony, to enter in at the strait 

rate! How should they watch 
2M and pray : always, that they may 
be counted worthy to stand be- 
forethe,Son of man! Suffer me, 
dear brethren, to plead this with 
you *y the solemnities of that day, 
when we shall stand together at 
the judgment seat of Christ.— 
Low dignifying and blissful will 
it then be, to “be found ainong 
those whose hearts have been 
found in statutes and 
steadfast in his covenant! Bur 
who can bear to be thrust out of 
the kingdompot Ged, and to dwell 
for ever where there shall be wail- 
ing and gnashing © fF teeth ? 

At the same time let me en- 
treat you by, and plead with yon 
the will and commands ot God 
and our Divine Redeemer. If 1s 
written, This is the will of God, 
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( Levit. xix. 2.) 
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even your Sanctification. (1 Thes. 
iv. 3.) Ye sha!) be holy, for | 
the Lord your God am holy,— 
Let every one 
that nameth the name of Ch Irist, 
depart from iniquity. (2 Tim. ij 
19.) This isa faithful saving, and 
this [ will that thou affirm con. 
stantly, that they which have be. 
lieved in God, might be carefu} 
to maintain good works, (Titus 
iii. 8.) God not only requires his 
people to be holy, but to be em- 
inent in holiness, abounding in 
I the fruits of righteousness, in 
every zood word and work. Let 
your, light so shine before men, 
that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father 
which is in heaven. (Maith. v. 
16.) Then is my Father glorit. 
ed, that ye bear much fruit ; so 
shall ye be my disciples. (Joln 
xv. 8.) Be ye therefore perfect, 
even as your Father who is in 
heaven is perfect, ( Mati th. v. 48.) 
This, my brethren, is the yan 
language of the divine word, tl 
declared will of God. And do 
we profess ourselves to be th: 
sons of God, and that Jesus is ou 
Lord, and sha!l we not cbey 
him ? How can we pretend to 
love him, or to be his disciples 
if we regard not his will, and 
keep not his word ? How can w 
stand before him in judgment, 1 
we despise his commandments ? 
Further, let me plead with you 
the faithfulness of God ig keep- 
ing covenant with his people, the 
excellency of the covenant which 
he hath made with them, as a 
everlasting covenant, ordered in 
allthings and sure. These Ad - 
nish additional and endearin: 
motives to activity and fidelity, in 
keeping covenant with ‘Dim. He 
is the faithful God, which keep- 
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eth covenant and mercy with 
them that love him, and keep his 
commandments, to a thousand 
generations. (Deut. vit. 9.)— 
Hence his people should be faith. 
ful in keeping covenant with him. 
They are under indispensable ob- 
ligations to be followers of him as 
dear children, and they are bound 
in point of gratitude for his inti- 
nite goodness and faithfulness in 
keeping covenant with them.— 
The peerless excellency, wonder- 
ful grace, order, and perpetuity 
of the covenant, render the vio- 
lation of it most ungrateful, un- 
creature-like, inexcusable, and a- 
beminable. 

Further, our blessed Saviour 
was faithful to us ifl the great 
work of our redemption. No 
poverty, no shame, no agonies of 
the garden nor of the cross, could 
divert him a moment from pur- 
suing his Father’s honour, and the 
good of his people. He is still 


the same faithful Redeemer.— 


He lives for ever interceding for 
us, and governing all things for 
the good of them who love him. 
Shall we not be faithful to him ? 
Shall we not walk as he also walk- 
ed? Should not the same spirit 
be in us, which was in Christ Je- 
sus? 

Again, should not the great 
love of God, and our Lord Jesu; 
Christ, constrain us to a cheerful 
and universal obedience! ‘The 
love of God, in devising a way of 
recovery for lost, men, ‘in which 
he might consistently enter into 
covenant with them, in giving 
his only begotten Son from his 
bosom,, to purchase the blessings 
of the covenant; and in his con- 
descension to become a covenant 
God and Fa:her to them, is 
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matchless, and hath no parallel. enct deny ungodliness and “world 
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Tt passeth all understanding. 
"The love of Christ in laying down 
his life for the sheep, and in pur- 
chasing the immense blessings of 
the new covenant for his people, 
exceeds all calculation. It has 
in it every thing attractive and 
endearing. It should constrain 
Us to a most strict and conetien- 
tious obedience to the whole will 
of Ged. The aposile Paul, there- 


fore, besought the Christians of 


his“day, by the mercies of God, 
that they would present their bod- 
ies a living sacrifice, holy, accept- 
abie unto God. This he insisted 
was but their reasonable sacrifice, 
(Rom. xii. 1.) From this consid- 
eration, that Christians are not 
their own, but bought with a 
piice, he presseth it upon them, to 
glorify God in their body, and 
in their spirit, which are God’s. 
(1 Cor, vi. 19, 20,) This is his 
language to allthe churches, and 
tous, Itisthe language of the 
love of God, and of the love ‘of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. ‘This love, 
these mercies of God, constrain - 
ed the aposties and primitive 
Christians to a life of wonderful 
self-denial, patienc@igafertitude, 
and holy living. They loved not 
their lives, even unto death; that 
they might obey, honour and en- 
joy Christ. Can we imagine that 
we indéed love him, and are his 
disciplespor can we oer. to 
share with them inthe inheri- 
tance of a!l things, if the love of 
Christ have not, in some meas- 
ure, the same influence upon us? 
Can we’believe that he hath lov- 
ed us, and washed us from our 
sins in his own blood ? That he 
hath delivered us from the wrath 
io come, made us the sons cf 
Goi D aud hens of all thing:, au 
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ly lusts, and live soberly, right. 
eously and godly, in this present 
world ? Have we this hope» and 
shall we not.purify ourselves even 
as Christ is pure ? 

May not professors be still fur- 
ther pressed to live godly in 
Christ Jesus, from a considera- 
tion of the purpose for which they 
were chosen in Christ, from the 
grand design of his death, of their 
effectual calling, and of the gos- 
pel, which was to make them ho- 
ly in heart and life? The people 
of God are all chosen in Christ, to 
be conformed to his image, to be 
haly and without blame _ before 
him. And whom he did fore- 
know, he also did predestinate to 
be conformed to the image of his 
Son. (Rom. vii. 29.) Accord. 
ing as he hath chosen us in him, 
from the foundation of the world; 
that we should be holy and with- 
out blame before him in ‘love. 
(Eph. i. 4.) The death of Christ 
was for the same purpose, the 
sanctification of the clrarch ; that 
the saints might perfect holiness 
in the fear of God. It is written, 
Christ gave himself for us, that 
he might redeem us from all ini- 
quity, and purify unto himself a 
peculiar people, zealous of good 
works. Even as Christ loved the 
church and gave himsel§for it, 
that he might sanctify and cleanse 
it with the» washing of water by 
the word; that he might present 
it unto himself a glorious church, 
not having spot or wriakle, or any 
such thing ;--bygethat it should be 
holy and without blemish. 
Christians are ealled to be holy. 
It is the design of their effectual 
calling. Who hath saved us and 
called us with an holy calling. 
(2 Tim. i, 9.) The grand design 
of the gospel, as it respects the 
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saints, is their sanctification. Foy 
this its teachers, ordinary and ex. 
traordinary, were given: for the 
perfecting of the saints, for the 
edifying of the body of Christ, til] 
we all come in the unity of the 
faith, and of the knowledge of the 
Son of God, unto a perfect man, 
unto the measure of the stature 
of the fulness of Christ. (£pi, 


iv. 11, 12, 13.) Shall we in these ° 


views live in a loose, careless man. 
ner ? Can we be willing to coun- 
teract the very design ofgthe death 
of Christ, of our effectual calling, 
and of the gospel ? Can any true 
Christian do this? Certainly he 
cannot. Whoever.does it, has an 
evidence in himeelf, that he isa 
hypocrite ; and, that he hath no 
part nor inheritanee among the 
saints. How should these con. 
siderations awaken all our con- 
cern to walk worthy of the vo- 
cation wherewith we are called ! 
How should we, like the apostle, 
forgettiag the things which are 
behind, press toward the mark 
for the prize of our high calling 
of God im Jesus Christ. 

Allow me still further to plead 
with you the glory of God, the 
honour of Christianity, and the 
salvation of your fellow-men.— 
‘These are all highly concerned in 
the inoffensive, holy walking of 
professing Christians. Nothing 
is so dear to God as his own glo- 
ry. ‘This is the ultimate end of 
allhis works. ‘This all his peo- 
ple are commanded in ali things 
to seek. The honour of Christ 
and of his gospel, and the salva- 
tion ot men, lie near to tHe heart 
of God, and to the hearts of ali 
his people ; but nothing so dis- 
hpnours God, injures the.cause of 
Ghristianity, opens the mouths of 
infidels and blasphemers against 
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God and our holy religion, and 
puts such a stumbling blocl in 
the way of men’s believing, as the 


loose, unholy walking of profes- . 


sors. This furnisheth infidels 
with one of their most artful and 
plausible arguments against the 
religion of Jesus. Loose and 
scandalous professors are some of 
the most grievous enemies of 
Christ andthe gospel. They are 
the Judases who, in his own visi- 
ble family, betray him and his 
dearest ,mpterests. ‘The apostle 
Paul, thetefore, in his day, testi- 
tied against them, even weeping, 
that they were the enemies of the 
cross of Christpand that their end 
was destruction (Péi/, iii. 18, 
19.) The unholy Jives of those 
who have professed the Christian 
religion, have, ‘probably, «done 
more dishonour to the Saviour, 
and greater injury to thé church, 
than all the persecutions which 
have been raised against her.— 
Canany of us be willing to act 
this ungrateful, perfidious, and 
horribly wicked part ? Can we be 
willing, or are we able to abide 
the consequences ? ‘l’o be bro’t 
forth at last to the perdition of 
ungodly men ? 
On the other hand, when Chris- 
tians live in religion, it does great 
honour to God and tothe gospel, 
andyat the same time, puts a won- 
derful beauty upon the churches. 
Hence our Saviour testifies, Here- 
in is my Father glorified, that ye 
bear much fruit. (Joba xv. 8.) 
This shows the excellency of re- 
ligion, that it is heavenly and di- 
vine. Its effeets on individuals 
and on society, in their piety, 
righteousness, sobriety, humility, 
peaceableness, and in whatever #® 
lovely, useful, and of good it. 
port, show that its author is God, 
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and bring the highest honour to 
him. It gives others conviction 
of thé truths of the gospel, and’ 
causes them, while the light of 
true Christians shines before them, 
to glorify our Father who is heav- 
en. ‘Ihe self-denial, patience, 
mecekness, fortitude, and holylives 
of the apostles and primitive 
Christians, was one of the princi- 
ple external medns in their day, 
ot bringing men to the belief of 
the truth. It is still equally im- 
portant and necessary to promote 
the same end. What powerful 
motives should the$e therefore be, 
to persuade us to live wholly to 
God ! He admits his people to 
covenant with him, that they 
might cleave unto him, and be 
unto him for a name, and-fora 
praise, and a glory. (Jer. xiii. 
11.) Hehath commanded us to 
conduct ourselves in such a man- 


_ ner as that he inall things may be 


glorified. (1 Pet iv. 11.) Thar 
whether we eat or drink, or what- 
soever we do, we do all to the 
glory of God. (1 Cor. x. 31.) 
Jesus Christ humbled himself un- 
to death, that his Father might 
be glorified, and sinness saved. 
This was the language ef his 
heart, when his soul was troubled, 
and sorrowful unto death. Father, 
giorifythyself. He chose rather 
to sera onies of the garden, 
the shameful and cursed death 
of ‘the cross, than that his Fa- 
ther should not be glorified, and 
sinners sa¥Veéd. Can we be his, un- 
less the same spite in us? Is 
it possible tobe bi€ disciples, ata 
not regard his glory, the honour 
of his gospel,.and the advance- 
ment of his kingdom? Do not 
these lie near the heart of God, 
and our blessed Redeemer ? Are 
they not of great consideration 
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with all those who love him, and 
keep covenant with him ? Suffer 
me, then, dear brethren, to plead 
with you, the honour of God, of 
your Saviour, his glorious exam- 
ple, the honour and advancement 
of Christianity, the encourage- 
ment, edification, and comfort of 
your brethren in Christ, and the 
conviction and salvation of those 
who believe not, that ye walk un- 
co all well pleasing. Suffer me 
to plead with you all the solemn 
and weighty considerations sug- 
gested in these papers, on cove- 
nanting, and keeping covenant 
with God. And what shall I 
say more? Shail I plead with 
you the happy effect which this 
would have upon the churches ? 
That it would cause them to look 
forth as the morning, make them 
beautiful as Tirzah, and comely 
as Jerusalem? That this would 
engage the presence of God with 
them, to comfort, edify, and pro- 
tect them ? That when the spices 
of the church’s garden flow out, 
then their Beloved will come in- 
to his garden, and eat his pleas- 
ant fruf¢? That then shail we 
follow on to know the Bord? 
Tigat then his geing forth will be 
prepared as the morning, and 
that he will come unto us as the 
rain, as the latter and former rain 
unto the earth? Thathe wilfgive 
us great refreshmentin his ordi- 
nances, secret, private, and pub- 
lic? Shall I mention how, in this 
way, you will assure; your hearts 
before God ?, The light, peace, 
and triumph, it will,give you in 
the hour of death ? 

Shall I plead with you 
the.degeneracy of the times ?— 
That error is coming in like a 
flood? That iniquity abounds, 
and the love of many waxeth 


cold? The necessity which there 
is of good people’s arising and 
standing inthe gap, and makin 
up the hedge? Of holding fas; 
the form of sound wards which 
have been delivered unto us, and 
of contending earnestly for the 
faith once delivered unto the 
saints ? The special duty of all 
Christians acting in character, a; 
the salt of the earth, and the ligh: 
of the world, to prevent total cor. 
ruption and darkness? Shall | 

plead with you, the peculiar hon. 
our of faithfulness te~ God and 
our covenant engagéments, in 
times of great and general cor. 
ruption ? Shall I name unto you, 
Enoch, Noah, Lot, and Elijah, 
Daniel and the three children, as 
your examples? Who wailke 
with God in times of great and 
general wickedness ; and whom 
he delivered and honoured above 
all the men,. who lived upon the 
earth ? Shall I mention Phincha;, 
who was zealous for the Lord, 
and to suppress the wickedness o! 
his people, and how it was count. 
ed unto him for righteousness un- 
to all generations for ever more? 
(Peal. cvi. 30, 31.) 

May it not be pleaded, that 
God hath not only set these ex- 
amples before us for our encour 

agement and imitation in the 
worst times ; bug that he, hath 
made exceedingly great antl pre: 
cious premises to all those who 
will walk with him in those dark 
and evil days? That tothose who 
feared him and thought upon hi 
name, at atime of uncommon i: 
fidelity and licentiousness, among 
his ancient people, he promised, 
That a book, of remembrance 
should be written before him for 

» them ? That they should be ux: 
to him as his peculiaf treasure, 
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and that he would spare them in 
the day when he shall make up 
his jewels, at a man spareth his 
own son that serveth him? ( Mal- 
achi iti. 16, 17.) That he prom. 
jsed unto the few names in Sar- 
dis, who had not defiled their gar- 


ments, that they should walk 


with him in white; and that he 
declared them to be worthy ?— 
(Rev. iii. 4.) 

‘These are some of those weigh- 
ty considerations, some of those 
endearing, and forcible motives 
and examples which God hath 
set before us to engage our fidel- 
ity in his services these he 
commands us, plea@s with, and 
presseth us to keep covenant with 
him. And do not our hearts, in 
contemplation of them, burn with- 
inus ? Is not our zeal enkindled, 
and are not our resolutions invig- 
orated ? Shall we not, deeply im- 
pressed and impelled by their u- 
nited energy, lay aside every 
weight, and the sin that? doth so 
easily beset us, and run with pa- 
tience the race which is set be- 
fore us, looking unto Jesus, the 
author and finisher of our faith ? 
As we have received him, shall 
we not walk in him, rooted and 


established in the faith, as we 
“have been taught, 


Soe 
therein with thanksgiving ? Shall 
wegfot watch and pray always ; 

praying with all prayer and sup- 
plication, in the spirit, with all 
perseverance and supplication for 
all saints ? Shall we not wrestle 
with God, that the Spirit of prim-* 
itive Christianity may be poured 
out upon alLour churches, and 
upon their pastors ? That we and 
all our brethren May maintain a 
more close and humble walk witn 
God ? ‘Phat this address migtit 
be suegeeded to this, happy effect 
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on ourselves and others? Shall 
We not strive to grow more and 


More in grace, and in the knowl- 


edge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ —To excel in the re- 
ligion of the closet, of the family, 
and of the house of God ; and in 
the constant, cheerful discharge 
of all duties ? Shall we not ex- 
hort one another daily, and con- 
sider one another to provoke unto 
love and good works? Shall we 
not do these duties so much the 
more as time flies away, and as 
we see the day of death and judg- 
ment approaching % ? Shall we not, 
from this time, shake off all sloth- 
fulness, and be fervent in spirit, 
serving the Lord ? “ 
Dear brethren, if there be any 
consolation in Christ, if aay com- 
fort of love, if any fellowship of 
the Spirit, if any bowels of mer- 
cies, let us, 1 beseech you, fulfil 
the joy of the apostles and of all 
good men, by being like minded, 
to perform these duties, having 
the same love, being of one ac- 
cord, of one mind, observing all 


things, whatsoever : hath 
commanded us. Anien. 
rr | ” 
7 a 
pe 


The Value of the Art of Printing, as 
it respects the spread of the i oly 
Scriptures, is strikingly evi: ident, 
from the following gi eae of 
Antiquity ; 

In the year 1272, the pay of 

a laboring man was three halt- 

pence per day, itn 1274, the 

price of ‘a Bibles’ with a Com- 
mentary, fairly written, was thir- 
ty pounds.¢ ‘That precious vol- 
ume which may now be obtained, 
by many laborers, for one day’s 
*See Dugdale’s Warwickshire. 
+ See Stowe’s Annals, page 420. 
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pay, would then have cost them 
more than thirteen year’s labor 
to procure. 

It is worthy of remark, that, in 
the year 1240, the building of 
two arches of London Bridge, 
cost twenty-five pounds ;* five 
pounds less than the value ofa 
Bible ! How great are the privi- 
leges of Christians ! We now en- 
joy the blaze of gospel-day ; the 
lines are fallen to us in pleasant 
places, yea, we have a goodly 
heritage. God grant that our 
ancestors may never rise in judg- 
ment against us for the abuse or 
neglect of the Scriptures ! 

The above statement will also 
serve to shew, that the honor of 
distributing the holy Scriptures 
extensively, has peculiarly devol- 
ved upon the present day. ‘The 
labor of writing them is no more. 

Their price now is very reasona- 
ble. The papal prohtbition a- 
gainst reading them has lost its, 
force, and multitudes, with out- 
stretched arms, are earnestly im- 
ploring them. 


* See Maddox’s History of the Ex- 


chequer.. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS OF SCRIPTURE. 


John xiv. 28. 

A man must be gwilfully blind 
not to see the two natures of God 
and magin the person of Jesus 
Christ. In respect. of his human 
nature only, itis that he says, my 
father is greater that JI. His di- 
vine nature, wherein he is equal 
with God the Bather, is asserted 
in these words of St. John, chap. 
i 1. Ln the beginning was the Word, 
(or Christ, ) and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God.— 
These two texts, put together, 


fAue 


plainly prove that Jesus Christ js 
perfect God, and perfect man. 
Philip. ii. 6, 7. 

From those Scriptures which 
speak of Christ as a man, some 
are ¢o unreasonable as to con. 
clude that he was nothing mor, 
than a mere man ; and so deny 
his divinity, Others, on the con. 
trary, from ‘those texts which 
speak of him as God, do as fool. 
ishly deny his Aumanity. These 
verses prove that Christ was God 
in human tiature : for, as his being 
in the form of a servant signified 
that he was such in reality ; so, 
his being in the form of God must 
signify, thatshe is really and truls 
God. 


Coloss. % 15. 


Our Savior is here called the frst 
born of every creature. The word 
signifies the frst producer, as well 
as the first produced. This seems 
to be the real meaning from the 
words immediately following : 
for by him were all things created. 


—_——- 


SELECT SENTENCES. 


No c/oud can overshadow 2 true 
Christian, but his faith may di:- 
cern a rainbow in it, 

There are many so wise that 
they will not be defrauded of a 
cent, who are so foolish as volun- 
tarily to be cheated out of that 
** pure gold” which would make 
them rich indeed. 

It is of little avail, what we 
know, if we do not know our- 
selves. 


Beware of thofe vices. whic... 


resemble virtues. 7: 


There are too many whq@bar° 
a good religions and: yet make « 
bad improvement of it. Am orthe- 
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more and more in proportion to 
the approach of that day when 

we shall stand together before the 
judement seat of Christ. Our 
love, faithfulness, zeal, and ener- 
gy in urging each other to duty, 
should increase and rise higher 
and higher in proportion as we see 
this day approaching. 

This duty, this kind office, the 
writer has been attempting to per- 
form in the preceding papers.on 
covernanting with God, and is still 
further attempting to discharge o 
in this address. ‘Chis will nat- 
urally follow what he hath writ- 
ten on that«subject, and may 
serve further. to stimulate us to 
the duties already suggested. It 
behooves hime’ to exhort you in 
realizing views of the day which 
is approaching ; of its mear and 
hasty approach to himself and 
you, and of its immense eternal 
consequences to us both, It is 
ofhigh concern to you to receive 


‘this br otherly exhortatign in the 


love of the truth, and in the near 
and realizing views of death and 
the judgment day; and to be 
quickened and animated to all ho- 
ly living, so much the more as 
ye see the day approaching.— 
The belief of such a day, how it 
approaches, what a day it will be, 
and what its eternal consequen- 
ces, should awaken in every breast 
the‘highest concern to keep cov- 
enant with God ; to be circum- 
spécty prayerful, sober, vigilant, 
steadfast,.immoveable, always a- 
bounding in the work of the 
Lord. ‘he apostle having spok- 
en of this day and its concomi- 
tant events, observes, What man- 
ner Bpersons ought we to be in 
alholy conversation and godli- 
ness} Wherefore, beloved, seeing 
that ye look for such‘ things, be 
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diligent that ye be found of him 
in peace, withoutspot, and blame- 
less. (Pet. tit, 11. 14.) In this 
day the secrets of the heart, the 
secrets of all men, will be reveai- 
ed, and judged according to the 
gospel. Every deceit and spe- 
cious pretence will be detected, 
and every mask and false eover- 
ing removed : and how we have 
payed or neglected to pay our 
vows, will be made manifest, to 
our exceeding joy and triumph, 

shame and conte mpt, before 
sieerbled worlds. No pleas of 
fair professions, of distinguishing 
privileges, of offices and high 
standing in the church, of com- 
mon or extraordinary gifts, with- 
out grace, will be of the least a- 
vail. Unless we are born of God, 
united to Christ by faith, and live 
godly in Christ Jesus, the door 
will beshut against us. No pléas 
will ever avail to open it. What 
solemn and deeply affecting ad- 
monitions has our Lord and 
Judge given us of this! Not ev- 
ery one that saith unto me, Lord, 
Lord, shall enter mto the king- 
dom of heaven; but he that doth 
the will of my Father which is in 
heaven. Many will say unto me 
in that day, Lord, Lord, have we 
not prophesied in thy name ?— 
And inthy name cast out devils ? 
And. in''thy name done many 
wonderftl works ? And then will 
I profess unto them, I never knew 
you : depart from me, ye that 
work iniquity. ( Maith. vii. 21, 
22.) When*once the mastér.of 
the house is risen up and hath 
shut too the door, and ye begin 
to stand without, and to knock at 
the door, saying, Lord, Lord, 
open unto us, and he shall an- 
swer and say unto you, L.know 
vou not whence you ares, Then 
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pay, would then have cost them 
more than thirteen year’s labor 
to procure. 

It is worthy of remark, that, in 
the year 1240, the building of 
two arches of London Bridge, 
cost twenty-five pounds ;* five 
pounds less than the value of a 
Bible ! How great are the privi- 
leges of Christians ! We now en- 
joy the blaze of gospel-day ; the 
lines are fallen to us in pleasant 
places, yea, we have a goodly 
heritage. God grant that our 
ancestors may never rise in judg- 
ment against us for the abuse or 
neglect of the Scriptures ! 

The above statement will also 
serve to shew, that the honor of 
distributing the holy Scriptures 
extensively, has peculiarly devol- 
ved upon the present day, ‘The 
labor of writing them is no more. 
‘Their price now is very reasona- 
The papal prohibition a- 
gainst reading them has lost its, 
force, and multitudes, with out- 
stretched arms, are earnestly im- 
ploring them. 


* See Maddox's History of the Ex- 
chequer. 


e 
mie. 


¥ 


= , P « ¥ 

ILLUSTRATI 
John xiv. 28, 

A man must be gwilfully blind 
not to see the two natures of God 
and mag-in the person of Jesus 
Christ. In respect. of his human 
nature only, itis that he says, my 
Father is greater thai ¥.-~ His di- 
vine nature; wherein he is equal 
with God the Rather, is asserted 
in these words of St. John, chap. 
i 1. Ln the beginning was the Word, 
(or Christ, } and the Word was wih 
God, and the Word was God.— 


These two texts, put together, 
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plainly prove that Jesus Christ is 
perfect God, and perfect man. 
Philip. ii. 6, 7. 

From those Scriptures which 
speak of Christ as a man, Some 
are so unreasonable as to con. 
clude that he was nothing more 
than a mere man; and so deny 
his divinity, Others, ‘on the con- 
trary, from those texts which 
speak of him as God, do as fool. 
ishly deny his Aumanity. These 
verses prove that Christ was God 
in human nature : for, as his being 
in the form of a servant signified 
that he was such in reality ; so, 
his being in the form of God must 
signify, thatshe is really and trul; 
God. 

Coloss. t. 15. 


Our Savior is here called the frst 
born of every creature. The word 
signifies the frst producer, as weil 
as the first produced. This seems 
to be the real meaning from the 
words immediately following : 
for by him were all things created. 


—_—— 


SELECT SENTENCES. 


No c/oud can overshadow a true 
Christian, but his faith may dis- 
cern a rainbow in it, | 

There are many so wise that 
they will not be defrauded of a 
cent, who are so foolish as vyolun- 
tarily to be cheated out of that 


them rich indeed. 

It is of little avail, what we 
know, if we do not know our- 
selves. 

Beware of tho#e vices. which 
resemble virtues. as" 

There are too many wha@hare 
a good religion, and: yet make ® 
bad improvement of it. Am orthe- 
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more and more in proportion to 
the approach of that day when 
we shall stand together before the 

judgement seat of Christ. Our 
fie? faithfulness, zeal, and ener- 
gy in urging each other to duty, 
should increase and rise higher 
and higher in proportion as we see 
this day approaching. 

This duty, this kind office, the 
writer has been attempting to per- 
form in the preceding papers on 
covernanting with God, and is still 
further attempting to discharge 
in this address. ‘Chis will nat- 
urally follow what he hath writ- 
ten on that subject, and may 
serve further to stimulate us to 
the duties already suggested. It 
behooves himy*to exhort you in 
realizing views of the day which 
is approaching ; of its mear and 
Lasty approach to himself and 
you, and of its immense eternal 
consequences to us both. It is 
of hich concern to you to receive 
this brotherly exhortation in the 
love of thetruth, and in the near 
and realizing views of death and 
the judgment day; und to be 
quickened and animated to all ho- 
ly living, so much the more as 
ye see the day approaching.— 
‘The belief of such a day, how it 
approaches, what a day it will be, 
and what its eternal consequen- 
ces, should awaken in every breast 
the highest concern to keep cov- 
enant with God ; to be circum- 
specty prayerful, ‘sober, vigilant, 
steadfast,,immoveable, always a- 
bounding im the work of the 
Lord. ‘The apostle having spok- 
en of this day and its concomi- 
tant events, observes, What man- 
ner of persons ought we to be in 
aibholy conversation and godli- 
hess! Wherefore, beloved, seeing 
that ye look for such things, the 
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diligent that ye be found of him 
in peace, without spot, and blame- 
less. (Pet. tite 11. 14.) In this 
day the secrets of the heart, the 
secrets of all men, will be reveai- 
ed, and judged according to the 
gospel. Every deceit and spe- 
cious pretence will be detected, 
and every mask and false cover- 
ing removed : and how we have 
payed or neglected to pay our 
vows, will be made manifest, to 
our exceeding joy and triumph, 
shame and contempt, before 
assembled worlds. No pleas of 
fair professions, of distinguishing 
privileges, of offices and high 
standing in the church, of com- 
mon or extraordinary gifts, with- 
out grace, will be of the least a- 
vail. Unless we are borr of God, 
united to Christ by faith, and live 
godly im Christ Jesus, the door 
will be shut against us. No pleas 
will ever avail toopen it. What 
solemn and deeply affecting ad- 
monitions has our Lord and 
Judge given us of this! Not ev- 
ery one that saith unto me, Lord, 
Lord, shall enter into the king- 
dom of heaven ; but he that doth 
the will of my Father which is in 
heaven. Many will say unto me 
in that.day, Lord, Lord, have we 
not prophesied in thy name ?— 
And inthy name cast out devils? 
And. in’ thy name done many 
wonderful works ? And then will 
I profess unto them, I never knew 
you : depart from me, ye that 
work iniquity. ( MJaith. vii. 21, 
22.) When*once the master, of 
the house is risen up and hath 
shut too the door, and ye begin 
to stand without, and to knock at 
the door, saying, Lord, Lord, 
epen unto us, and he shall an- 
swer and say unto you, [know 
vou not whence you ares, Then 
Cc 
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shall ye begin to say, We have 
eaten and drunken in thy, presence 
and thou hast taught in our 
streets: but he shall say, I tell 
you I know you not whence you 
are: depart from me, all ye 
workers of iniquity. There shall 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth, 
when ye shall see Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, and all the prophets 
in the kingdom of heaven, and ye 
yourselves thrust out. (Luwée xt. 
25, 26, 27, 28.) How should 
premonitions like these penetrate 
the heart of every professor; of 
évery minister, of all church offi- 
cers, 2s well as common Chris- 
tians! Since persons so distin. 
guished by gifts and privileges, 
and of such high standing in the 
church, shall thus be disowned 
by Christ, and shut out of: his 
kingdom, how should it engage 
all to work out their salvation 
with fear and trembling ! How 
should they strive, even with an 
agony, to enter in at thé strait 
gate! How should they watch 
and pray always, that they may 
be counted worthy to stand be- 
fore the Son of man! Suffer me, 
dear brethren, to plead this with 
you by the sclemnities of that day, 
when we shall stand together at 
the judgment seat of Christ.— 
How dienifying and blissful will 
it then be, to be found among 
those whose hearts have been 
found in God’s statutes and 
steadfast in his covenant! But 
who can bear to be thrust out of 


the kingdom of God; and to dwell 


for ever where there shall be wail- 
ing and gnashing of teeth ? 

At the same time let me en- 
treat you by, and plead with you 
the will and commands of God 
and our Divine Redeemer. It ts 
written, This is the will of God, 


~~ 


even your Sanctification, (1 Thes. 
tv.) } Ye shall be holy, for I 
the lord your God am holy,— 
(Levit. xix. 2.) Let every one 
that nameth the name of Christ, 
depart from iniquity. (2 Tim, ii. 
19.) This is a faithful saying, and 
this [ will that thou affirm con. 
stantly, that they which have be. 
lieved in God, might be careful 
to maintain good works. (Titus 
iii. 8.) God not only requires his 
people to be holy, but to be em- 
inent in holiness; dbounding in 
all the fruits of righteousness, in 
evety good word and-work. Let 
your light so shine before men, 
that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father 
which is in heaven. (Matth. v. 
16.) Then is my Father glorifi- 
ed, that-ye bear much fruit ; so 
shall ye be my disciples. (Joh: 
xv. 8.). Be ye therefore perfect, 
even a3 your Father who is in 
heaven is perfect. ( Maitth. v. 48. } 
This, my brethren, is the expres: 
language of the divine word, the 
declared will of God. And do 
we profess ourselves to be the 
sons of God, and that Jesus is ou: 
Lord; and shall- we not obey 


him ? How can we pretend tc 


love him, or to be his disciples, 
it we regard not his will, and 
keep not his word ?; How can we 
stand before him in judgment, i! 
we despise his commandments ? 

Further, iet mé plead with you 
the faithfulness of God “in keep. 
ing covenant with his people, the 
excellency of the covenant whic: 
he hath made with them, as an 
everlasting covenant, ordered in 
all things.and sure. ‘These, fur 
nish additional and  endearine 
motives to activity and fidelity, in 
keeping covenant with him. = Ti 
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eth covenant and mercy with 
them that love him, and keep his 
commandments, to a thousand 
generations. (Deut. vii. 9.)— 
Hence his people should be faith- 
ful in keeping covenant with him. 
They are under indispensable ob- 
ligations to be followers of him as 
dear children, and they are bound 
in point of gratitude for his infi- 
nite goodness and faithfulness in 
keeping covenant with them.— 
The peerless excellency, wonder- 
ful grace, order, and perpetuity 
of the covenant, render the vio- 
lation of it most ungrateful, un- 
creature-like, inexcusable, and a- 
beminable. 

Further, our blessed Saviour 
was faithful to us in the great 
work of our redemption. No 
poverty, no shame, no agonies of 
the garden nor of the cross, could 
divert him a moment from pur- 
suing his Father’s honour, and the 
good of his people. He is still 
the same faithful Redeemer.— 
He lives for ever interceding for 
us, and governing all things for 
the good of them who love him. 
Shall we not be faithful to him ? 
Shall we not walk as he also walk- 
ed? Should not the same spirit 
be in us, which was in Christ Je- 
sus? 

Again, should not the great 
love of God, and our Lerd Jesus 
Christ, constrain us to a cheerful 
and universal obedience! The 
love of God, in devising a way of 
recovery tor lost, men, in which 
he might consistently enter into 
covenant with them, in giving 
his only begotten Son from his 
bosom, to purchase the blessings 
of the covenant ; and in his con- 
descension to become a covenant 
God and Father to them, is 
matchless, and bath co parallel. 
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It passeth all understanding.— 
The love of Christ in laying down 
his life for the sheep, and in pur- 
chasing the immense blessings of 
the new covenant for his people, 
exceeds all calculation. It has 
in it every thing attractive and 
endearing. It should constrain 
Us to a most strict and conécien- 
tious obedience to the whole will 
of God. The apostle Paul, there- 
fore, besought the Christians of 
his day, by the mercies of God, 
that they would present their bod~ 
ies a living Sacrifice, holy, accept- 
able unto God. This he insisted 
was but their reasonable sacrifice. 
(Rem. xii. 1.) From this conside 
eration, that Christians are not 
their own, but bought with a 
price, he presseth it upon them, to 
glorify God in their body, and 
in their spirit, which are God’s. 
(1 Cor. vi. 19, 20,) This is his 
language to all the churches, and 
tous, itis the language of the 
love of God, and of the love of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. This love, 
these mercies of God, constrain- 
ed the apostles and primitive 
Christians to a life of wonderful 
self-denial, paticnce, fortitude, 
and holy living. They loved not 
their lives, even unto death, that 
they might obey, honour and en- 
joy Christ, Can we imagine that 
we indeed love him, and are his 
disciples, or can. we expect to 
share with them in the inheri- 
tance of ail things, if the love of 
Christ have not, in some meas- 
ure, the same influence upon us? 
Can we believe that he hath lov- 
ed us, and washed us from our 
sins in his own blood ? Vhat he 
hath delivered us from the wrath 
to come, made us the sons of 
God, and heirs of all things, and 
nct deny ungodliness and world- 
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ly lusts, and live soberly, right- 
eously and godly, in this present 
world ? Have we this hope, and 
shall we not purify ourselves even 
as Christ is pure ? 

May not professors be still fur- 
ther pressed to live godly in 
Christ Jesus, from a considera- 
tion of the purpose for which they 
were chosen in Christ, from the 
grand design of his death, of their 
effectual calling, and of the gos- 
pel, which was to make them ho- 
ly in heart and life? The people 
of God are all chosen in Christ, to 
be conformed to his image, to be 
holy and without blame before 
him. And wliom he did fore- 
know, he also did predestinate to 
be conformed to the image of his 
Son. (Rom. viii. 29,) Accord- 
ing as he hath chosen us in him, 
from the foundation of the world; 
that we should be holy and with- 
out blame before him in love. 

(Zpb. i. 4.) The death of Christ 
ck for the same purpose, the 
sanctification of the church: that 
the saints might perfect holiness 
in the fear of God. It is written, 
Christ gave himself for us, that 
he might redeem us from all ini- 
quity, “and purify unto himself a 
peculiar people, zealous of good 
works. Evenas Christ loved the 
church and gave himself for it, 
that he might sanctify and cleanse 
it with the washing of water by 
the word, that he might present 
it unto himselfa glorions church, 
not having spot or wrinkle, or any 
such thing ; but that it should be 
holy and without blemish. 
Christians are called to be holy. 
It is the design of their effectual 
calling. Who hath saved us and 
called us with an holy calling. 
(27im. 1.9.) The grand design 
of the gospel, as it respects the 
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saints, 15 their sanctification.. For 
this its teachers, ordinary and ex. 
traordinary, were given : for the 
perfecting of the saints, for the 
edifying of the body of Christ, till 
we all come in the unity of the 
faith, and of the knowledge of the 
Son of God, unto a perfect man, 
unto the measure of the stature 
of the fulness of Christ. (Lp/, 
iv. LI, 12, 13.) Shall we in these 
views live in a loose, careless man- 
ner ? Can we be willing to coun- 
teract the very design of the death 
of Christ, of our effectual calling, 
and of the gospel ? Can any true 
Christian do this? Certainly he 
cannot. 'Whoever does it, has an 
evidence in himself, that he isa 
hypocrite ; and that he hath no 
part nor imbheritance among the 
saints. How should these con. 
siderations awaken all our con- 
cern to walk worthy of the vo. 
cation wherewith we -are called ! 
How should we, like the apostle, 
forgetting the things which are 
behind, press toward the mark 
for the prize of our high calling 
of God in Jesus Christs: 

Allow me still further to plead 
with you the glory of God, the 
honour of Christianity, and the 
salvation of your fellow-men.— 
These are all highly concerned in 
the inoffensive, holy walking oi 
professing Christians. Nothing 
is so dear to God as his own glo- 


ry. ‘This is the ultimate end of 


all his works. This all his peo- 
ple are commanded in all things 

to seek. ‘The honour of Chris t 
and of his gospel, and the salva- 
tion of men, lie near to the heart 
of God, and to the hearts of all 
his people ; but nothing so dis- 


honours God, injures the cause of 
Christianity, opens the mouths of 


infidels and blasphemers against 
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God and our holy religion, and 
puts such a stumbling block in 
the way of men’s believin ng, as the 
loose, unholy walking of profes- 
sors. his furnisheth infidels 
with ene of their most artful song 
plausible arguments against th 
religion of Jesus. Loose id 
ecandalous professors are some of 
the most gricvous enemies of 
Christ and the gospel. ‘They are 
the Judases wha, in his own visi- 
ble family, betray him and his 
dearest interests. The apostl¢ 
Paui, therefore, in his day, testi- 
fied against them, even weeping, 
that they were the enemies of the 
cross of Gatrist, and that their end 
was destruction. (Phil. ii. 18, 
19.) The unholy lives of those 
who have professed the Christian 
religion, have, probably, done 
more dishonour to the Saviour, 
and greater injury to the church, 
than all the persecutions which 
have been raised against her.— 
Can any of us be willing to act 
this ungrateful, perfidious, and 
horribly wicked part ? Can we be 
willing, or are we able to abide 
the consequences ? ‘To be bro’t 
forth at last to the perdition of 
ungodly men ? 

On the other hand, when Chris- 
tians live in religion, it does great 
honour to God and to the gospel, 
and at the same time, puts a won- 
derful beauty upon the churches. 
Hence our Saviour testifies, Here- 
in is my Father giorified, that ye 
bear much fruit. (John xv. 8.) 
This shows the excellency of re- 
ligion, that it is heavenly and di- 
vine. Its effects on individuals 
and on society, in their piety, 
righteousness, sobriety, humility, 
peaceableness, and in whatever is 
lovely, useful, and of good re- 
port, show that its auther is God, 
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and bring the highest honour to 
him. It gives others conviction 
of the truths of the gospel, and 
causes them, while the light of 
true Christians shines before them, 
to glorify our Father who is heav- 
en. Lhe self-denial, patience, 
meckness, fortitude, and holy lives 
of the apostles and primitive 
Christians, was one of the princi- 
ple external means in their day, 
of bringing men to the belief of 
the truth. It is still equally im- 
portant and necessary to promote 
the same end. What powerful 
motives should these therefore be, 
to persuade us to live wholly to 
God! He admits his people to 
covenant with him, that they 
migh> cleave unto him, and be 
unto him for a name, and fora 
praise, and a giory. (Jer. xiii. 
11.) He hath commanded us to 
conduct ourselves in such a man- 
ner as that’he in ali things may be 
glorified. (1 Pet. iv. 11.) That 
whether we eat or drink, or what. 
soever we do, we do ail to the 
glory of God. (1 Cor. x. 31.) 
Jesus Christ humbled himself un- 
to death, that his Father might 
be glorified, and sinners: saved. 
This was the language of. his 
heart, when his soul was troubied, 
and sorrowful unto death. Father, 
glorify thyself. He chose rather 
to suffer the agonies of the garden, 
the shameful and cursed death 
of the cross, than that his Fa- 
ther should not be glorified, and 
sinners saved. Can we be his, un- 
less the same spirit be in us? Is 
it possible to be his disciples, and 
not regard his glory, the honour 
of his gospel, and the advance- 
ment of his kingdom ? Do not 
these lie pear the heart of God, 
and our blessed Redeemer ? Are 
they not of great consideration 
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with all those who love him, and 
keep covenant with him? Suffer 
me, then, dear brethren, to plead 
with you, the honour of God, of 
your Saviour, his glorious exam- 
ple, the honour and advancement 
of Christtanity, the encourage- 
ment, edification, and comfort of 
your brethren in Christ, and the 
conviction and salvation of those 
who believe not, that ye walk un- 
co all weil pleasing. Suffer me 
to plead with you all the solemn 
and weighty considerations sug- 
gested i in these papers, on cove- 
nanting, and keeping covenant 
with God. And what shall I 
say more? Shall I plead with 
you the happy effect which this 
would have upon the churches ? 
That it would cause them to look 
forth as the morning, make them 
beautiful as Tirzah, and comely 
as Jerusalem? That this would 
engage the presence of God with 
them, to comfort, edify, and pro- 
tect them ? That when the spices 
of the church’s garden flow out, 
then their Beloved will come in- 
to his garden, and eat his pleas- 
ant fruit? That then shall we 
follow on to know the Lord? 
That then his geting forth will be 
prepared as the morning, and 
that he will come unto us as the 
rain, as the latter and former rain 
unto the earth? That he will give 
us great refreshment in his ordi- 
nances, secret, private, and pub- 
lic? Shall I mention how, in this 
way, you will assure your hearts 
before God? The light, peace, 
and triumph, it will give you in 
the hour of death? 

Shall I plead with you 
the degeneracy of the times ?— 
That error is coming in like a 
food? That iniquity abounds, 
and the love of many waxeth 
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cold ? The necessity which there 
is of good pe®ple’s arising and 
standing inthe gap, and making 
up the hedge? Of holding fast 
the form of sound werds which 
have been delivered unto us, and 
of contending earnestly for the 
faith once delivered unto the 
saints ? The special duty of all 
Christians acting in character, a; 
the salt of the earth, and the light 
of the world, to prevent total cor. 
ruption and darkness? Shall [ 
plead with you, the peculiar a 
our of faithfulness to God and 
our covenant engagements, in 
times of great and general cor. 
ruption ? Shall I name unto you, 
Enoch, Noah, Lot, and Elijah, 
Daniel and the three children, as 
your examples? Who walked 
with God in times of great and 
general wickedness ; and whom 
he delivered and honoured above 
all the men, who lived upon the 
earth ? Shall I mention Phinehas, 
who was zealous for the Lord, 
and to suppress the wickedness of 
his people, and how it was count. 
ed unto him for righteousness un- 
to all generations for ever more ? 
( Psal, cvi. $0, 31.) 

May it not be pleaded, that 
God hath not only set these ex- 
amples before us for our encour- 
agement and imitation in the 
worst times ; but that he hath 
made exceedingly great and pre- 
cious premises to all those who 
will walk with him in those dark 
and evildays? That to those who 
feared him and thought upon bs 
name, at atime of uncommon in- 
fidelity and licentiousness, among 
his ancient people, he promised, 
“That a book of remembrance 
should be written before him for 
them ? That they should be un- 
to him. as his peculiar “treasure, 
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and that he would spare them in 
the day when he shall make up 
his jewels, as a man spareth his 
own son that serveth him ? ( Mal. 
achi iii. 16, 17.) That he prom- 
ised unto the few names in Sar- 
dis, who had not defiled their gar- 
ments, that they should walk 
with him in white; and that he 
declared them to be worthy ?— 
(Rev. iit. 4.) 

These are some of those weigh- 
ty considerations, some of those 
endearing and forcible motives 
and examples which God hath 
set before ug to engage our fidel- 
ity in his servicee By these he 
commands us, pleads with, and 
presseth us to keep covenant with 
hi And do not our hearts, in 
contemplation of them, burn with- 
inus ? Is not our zeal enkindled, 
and are not our resolutions invig- 
orated ? Shall wenot, deeply im- 
pressed and impelled by their u- 
nited energy, lay aside every 
weight, and the sin that doth so 
easily beset us, and run with pa- 
tience the race which is set be- 
fore us, looking unto Jesus, the 
author and finisher of our faith ? 
As we have received him, shall 
we not walk in him, rooted and 
established in the faith, as we 
have been taught, abounding 
- therein with thanksgiving ? Shall 
we not Watch and pray always ; 
praying with all prayer and sup- 
plication, in the spirit, with all 
perseverance and supplication for 
all saints 2 Shall we not wrestle 
with Ged, that the Spirit of prim- 
itive Christianity may be poured 
out upon all our churches, and 
upon their pastors ? That we and 
‘all our brethren may maintaina 
more close and humble walk with 
God ? That this address miglst 
be succeeded to this happy effect 
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on ourselves and others? Shall 
we not strive to grow more and 
more.in grace, and in the knowl. 
edge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ ?>—To excel in the re- 
ligion of the closet, of the family, 
and of the house of God ; and in 
the constant, cheerful discharge 
of all duties? Shall we not ex- 
hort one another daily, and con- 
sider one another to provoke unto 
love and good works? Shalk we 
not do these duties so much the 
more as time flies away, ands 
we see the day of death and judg. 
ment approaching? Shail we nety 
from this time, shake off all sloth- 
fulness, and be fervent in spigfit, 
serving the Lord? 

Dear brethren, if there be any 
consolation in Christ, if any com- 
fort of love, if any fellowship of 
the Spirit, if any bowels of mer- 
cies, let us, 1 beseech you, failfil 
the joy of the apostles and of all 
good men, by being like minded, 
to perform these duties, having 
the same love, being of one ac- 
cord, of one mind, observing all 
things, vehapspeves Jesus hath 
commanded us. . Amen. 
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The Value of the Art oj P Printing, as 
it respects the spr sail of the Holy 
Scriptures, is strikingly evideaty 
from the following Memoranda of 
“Antiquity ¢ 
In the year 1272, the dla of 

a laboring man w. as three hait- 

pence per day.* In 1274, the 

price of a Bible, with a Com- 
mentary, faifly written, wast thir- 
ty pounds. précious vol- 
ume which may now be ob 
by many laborers, fo 

* See eas 3 *W arwickshtre. 
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pay, would then have cost them 
more than thirteen year’s labor 
to procure. 

It is worthy of remark, that, in 
the year 1240, the building of 
two arches of London Bridge, 
cost twenty-five pounds ;* five 
pounds iecss than the value of a 
Bible ! How great are the privi- 
leges of Christians ! We now en- 
joy the blaze of gospel-day ; the 
lines are fallen to us in pleasant 
places, yea, we have a goodly 
heritage. God grant that our 
ancestors may never rise in judg- 
ment against us for the abuse or 

eglect of the Scriptures ! 

. The above statement will also 
serve to shew, that the honor ‘of 
distributing the holy Scriptures 
extensively, ha: peculiarly devol- 
ved upon the present day. ‘The 
labor of writing them is no more. 
‘Their price now is very reasona- 
ble. The papal prohibition a- 
gainst reading them has lost its, 
force, and multitudes, with out 
Stretched arms, are earnestly im- 
ploring them. 

* See Maddox's History of the Ex- 


chequer 
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ILLUSTRATIONS OF SCRIPTURE. 
John xiv. 28. 

A man must be wilfully blind 
not to see the two natures of Ged 
and man in the person of Jesus 
Christ. In res pect of his faman 
nature only, it isthat he says, my 
father ts greater than J. His di- 
wine Nature, wherein he is equal 
with God Father, ts asserted 
in these words of St. John, chap. 
il. Lathe beginning was stg Word, 
for Christ, ) and the Word TH 
God, and the Werd was re d.— 
These two texts, put 


ct 
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plainly prove that Jesus Christis 


Fy fect God, and per fect man. 


Philip. ft Gy: 7. : 

From those Scriptures. which 
speak of Christ as a man, Some 
are so unreasonable as to con- 
clude that he was nothing more 
than a mere man ; and so deny 
his divinity. Others, on the con- 
trary, from those texts which 
speak of him as God, do as fool- 
ishly deny his Aumantity. These 
verses prove that Christ was God 
in human nature: for, as his being 
in the form of a servant signified 
that he was such im reality ; 
his being in the. form of God must 
signify, that he 1s really and truly 
God. 

Coloss. te 15. 


Our ab a2 is here called the first 
born of every cPeatttre. The word 
sionihes the first Producer, as weil 
as the first produced This seems 
fo be the real meaning from the 
words immediately falagiag 
for by him were ai i things TOA pg 


SELECT SENTENCES. 


No.c/oud can overshadow a trv 
Christian, but his faith may dis- 
cern, a rainbow in it. 

There are many so wise that 
they will not be defrauded of a 

ent, who are so ro foolish as volan- 
tarily to be cheated out of that 

“pure gold” which would mak: 
them rich indeed. 

It is of little avail, what we 
know, if we do not know out- 
selves. 


Beware of those vices whica 


resemble virtues. 


There are too many who hare 
a good religion, and yet make 


bad imps rowement of it. 
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dox creed, will never sanctify an 
infamous life. _ 

He is'a good merchant who 
parts with what he cannot keep, 
and secures what he cannot lose. 

The world expect perfection in 
a Christian, and with great sever- 
ity decide against a character, 
which they do not understand. 
A perfect black may find fault with 
a few specks on a white man’s skin. 

Sinners, after conversion, are 
like Lazarus; although raised to 
life they still have their grave 
clothes on. 3 

As children wanting the breast 
need no arguments to make them 
ery; SO, Souls feeling their want 
of Christ, need no arguments to 
make them pray. 


| — — | 


ANECDOTE. 


A woman of distinguished pi- 
ety and christian benevolence had 
expressed her alarm and dissatis- 
faction at the scheme of univer- 
sal salvation, as taught by a very 
popular preacher of the present 
day. The preacher on being in- 
formed that she condemned his 
doctrines, as leading sinners. into 
a dangerous security, and fearing 
that so good a woman might les- 
sen his popularity, determined ei- 
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ther to persuade her into a belief 
of his principles, or confute and 
silence her. He accordingly vise 
ited her, at her own house, with 
some of her acquaintances, who 
introduced the subject, while the 
preacher, being a stranger, sat a 
spectator, waiting an opportunity 
to dispute her arguments. The 
good woman, however, instead 
of arguing the point with them, 
remarked, that she felt more:-re- 
conciled to the prevalency of uni« 
versal salvation than she had béén 


intimes past. Joy instanly ater 


led in their countenances for ho 
promised another proselyte.— 
*‘ What has convinced you that 
they are right, madam,” enquir- 
ed one of them in transport.— 
«© Why I have been searching the 
scriptures,” replied the pious wo- 
man, “ and feel satisfied, that to 
them who receive not the love of the 
truth that they might be saved, God 
shall send strong delusion, that they 
should believe a le ; That they all 
might be damned, who believed not 
the truth, but had pleasure in unright- 
eousness ; and if God gives them 
up to delusion, 1 can see no rea. 
son why I should not be reconcil- 
ed to his will.” The argument 
was ended, and the preacher went 
away, equally disappointed and 
confounded. 








RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
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LONDON SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING CHRISTIANITY AMONG THE JEWS. 


A Report of the Committee 
of this society appeared some 
months ago, the substance of 
which we shall lay before our 


, 2H 


readers. The lease of the late 
French Protestant church in Spit- 
alfields, with a commodious house 
and premises adjoining, has been 
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purchased, and converted into a 
chapel, for the Jews. At this 
chapel Mr. Frey preaches a lec- 
ture to the Jews on Sunday and 
Wednesday evenings. An ex. 
hortation is also delivered on 
Friday evening. At first, from 
200 to 500 Jews attended ; and 
though this number has decreas- 
ed, yet a spirit of inquiry has been 
excited among them, and their 
attention is drawn to the subject 
of Christianity. This effect is 
increased by occasional lectures 
from eminent ministers both from 
among the clergy of the church 
and the dissenters. 

At the free-school opened by 
the society, from 3 to 400 chil- 
dren are regularly educated.— 
This school was only intended as 
ameans of inducing the Jews to 
send their own childrea in com- 
mon with those of Christians, and 
this object has been gained. ‘The 
Committee is now engaged m 
forming a plan for giving em- 
ployment to such Jews as unite 
themselves with Christians. 

The week before the chapel 
was opened, a Jewish rabbi, a na- 
tive of Jerusalem, of respectable 
connexions, and acknowledged 
proficiency in Jewish literature, 
placed himself under the Society, 
declaring himself to have been 
long persuaded of the truth of 
Christianity. Convinced of the 
sincerity of his professions, the 
Committee have’ placed him un- 
der the care of a clergyman, with 
whom he has made considerable 
progress in the English, Latin, 
and Greek languages. He is al- 
ready master of T'almudical and 
Cabalistical learning. Should this 
man continue to act consistently 


with his profession, he’ may prove 
of infinite use in. promoting the 
designs ci the society. 

Under ibe caré of the institu. 


. tion were placed no less than 36 


Jewish children—24 boys and 12 
girls. 
boys, who were érphans, and in 
a miserably destitute condition, 
when relieved by” the society, is 
highly interesting. 

The progress of the society ap. 
pears to have excited some un. 
easiness among the Jews: and 
several pamphlets have appeared, 
written by members of that body, 
the object of which is to counter- 
act the efforts of the Society.— 
These have been ‘severally an. 
swered. 

The Report concludes with 
calling on the public for support ; 
and this call, we trust, will be lis- 
tened to. We understand that 
in the few months ‘which have 
passed since its publication, the 
progress of the institution has 
been more rapid than could have 
been anticipated; atid that on 
the 13th instant, no fewer than 
thirty-one Jews, both children ‘and 
adults, were publicly baptized, 
according to the frites’ of the 
Church of England. ‘We cordi- 
ally unite with the Committee in 
praying that the happy time may 
speedily arrive when Jew and 
Gentile, becoming one fold under 
one Shepherd, shall unite in one 
triumphant song of praise ; Bles- 
sed be the Lord God, the light 
to lighten the Gentiles, and the 
glory of his people, Israel! A- 
men.* 


* We are happy to perceive that a 
subsidiary society for promoting the 
conversion of the Jews has been insti- 


tuted at Edinfiurgh, 
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Extract of.a letter from tie 
fieo. Dr. Carey, to the Rev. 
Dr. Rogers. of Philadelphia, 
dated Calcutta, Nocember 16, 


1810. 


MY DEAR SIR, 

Ir was only yesterday that I 
heard of a vessel’s being ready to 
sail to Philadelphia. As it is, I 
shall briefly drop you a few liaes, 
to inform you of such of our cir- 
cumstances as I am able to recol- 
lect. 

We have lately been called to 
mourn the loss of sister Robinson 
who was removed from us by 
death at Dinagepore. She had 
been ill for some months, and 
brother Robinson who is engaged 


-3n a misston to Boutan, had bro’t 


her to Dinagepore, for medical 
assistance, where he was called to 
mourn her loss: 

The Lord continues to bless his 
cause in this country with evident 
tokens of his grace. I believe 
there have been only two ordi- 
nance days (we communicate 
monthly) since the beginning of 
the present year, in which we 
have not had the pleasure of re- 
ceiving some person, or persons 
mto the church. On one occa- 
siony Seven were added, and I be- 
lieve ten persons are now coming 
forward to make a public profes- 
sion of faith inour Lord Jesus 
Christ. A spirit of Christian love 
and unity prevails among us toa 
good degree, and inevery réspect, 
we have reason to rejoice in the 
goodness of the Lord towards us. 
The first Lord’s day of last 
month, brother Marshman’s el- 
dest deaughter (scarcely thirteen 
years of age) was publicly bapti- 
zed; she has been evidently on 


the side of the Lord tor these last 
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two orthree years. May this be 
the forerunner to other instances 
of the like nature in our own fam- 
ily, 

Brother C, Carapcit Aratoon 
has been very successful in Jes- 
sore, a district east of Caleurta. 
Ten persons were lately baptized 
there at one time. Our brother 
J. Peter was sent, the beginning 
of this year, to Balasore, m Orie- 


sa, to attempt the planting of the | 


gospel there. The Lordyhas 
blessed his labours, and already 
there is a smail church formed in 
that place. 
work, and the Lord gives him en- 
couragement. These two breth- 
ren are of the Armenian nation, 
and were by the church at Cal- 
cutta, set apart to the work of 
the ministry. ; 
Brother Chamberlain’s minis- 
try was, last year and the year be- 
fore, remarkably blessed among 
the soldiers at Burhampore, a mii- 
itary station near his residence.. 


An expedition against the isle of 


France lately ‘sailed from this 
place, which included a Baptist 
church of thirty members in full 
communion, (raised there under 
his ministry) with a brother- set. 
apart to the pastoral office among 
them. Five other young men, 
members of the church at Calcut- 
ta, who are in another regiment, 
also went with them. Should 
they succeed in taking the isl- 
and,* I trust they will immedi- 
ately erect the banner of the cross 
there, and invite sinnersto believe 


inthecrucifi’d Saviour. It isprob- ° 


able that brother Chamberlain will 
move from Cutwa to a station up 


the country, perhaps Delhi or Ag. 


ra; but of this [ cannot now 
speak with certainty. It is our 


wish that he, with a brother about 
* Siace taken. iss 


He 3s diligent in his, 
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to be called to the ministry by the 
church at Calcutta, should at- 
empt to introduce the gospel in- 
to the country of the Seiks. At 
present some obstacles are in the 
way ; but I trust they will event- 
ually be removed. 

Brother Mardon at Goamalti, 
and brother Moore at Patna, have 
had but little success. Brother 
Fernandez at Dinagepore has not 
entirely been without some tok- 
ens of the gracious approbation 
of the Lord in his work. Dinag- 


-epore and Sadamahl being near 


to each other, it is thought that 
brother Fernandez can superin- 
tend them both, and _ therefore 
intend to remove my son Wil- 
liam, from Sadamahl, to Cutwa; 
when brother Chamberlain leaves 
it. 

Brother Chater arrived a few 
days ago from Rangoon with sis- 
ter Chater who is in a weak state 
of health. ‘That country is ina 
miserable state as far as relates to 
its politicai affairs; but there are 
many encouraging circumstances 
relative to the mission there.— 
They study the language with 
success, have written one or more 
small tracts in it} and translated a 
part of the New Testament into 
it, and I believe they are beloved 
by all, both rich and poor, great 
and small. Two valuable young 
men were lately sent thither by 
the London Missionary Society ; 
but one of them (Mr. Brain) has 
been removed by death. The 
surviving one, Mr. Pritchett, is 
now with my son at Rangoon. 

Yesterday evening three per- 
sons were accepted by the church 
for baptism ; six proposed for 
the next month, and ten men, 
tioned to the eburch as persons 
who wish to be proposed then. 





This day I had several new in- 
quirers besides those above men- 
tioned, and hear of others who 
begin to look towards Zion. 
Yours, very affectionately, 


Wm. Carey. 
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Extract of a letier from the 
Rev. Dr. Carey to the Rev. 
Dr. Staughton,, Philadelphia, 
dated Calcutta Nov. 16. 1810, 


DEAR BROTHER, 

I wave written to Dr. Rog. 
ers particulars of the state of the 
mission and the success of the 
gospel in these parts, and there- 
fore suppose I need not repeat to 
you what I have written to him. 
I shall mention to you what I 
have omitted in my letter to him. 

The Burmans, among whom 
brother Chater and my eldest son 
are employed to preach the gos- 
pel, crucify malefactors, particu- 
larly thieves, and sometimes use 
red-hot nails to fasten them to 
the cross. Their criminal laws 
are horribly sanguinary and cru- 
el. Sometimes the wretched 
creatures, who are condemned 
for real, or imaginary crimes, are 
ripped up, and their yet palpitat- 
ing entrails devoured by the vul-. 
tures, or other animals, before 
the miserable victims are entirely 
destitute of sensation. A letter, 
which I received lately from my 
son, informed me of a circum- 
stance, which, I am sure, will af- 
ford: you pleasure, as it did my- 
self. Some weeks, perhaps three 
or four months ago, my son, who 
has studied medicine and surgery, 
on a vistit to his patients, saw one 
of these wretched victims writh- 
ing on the ¢eross. He immedi- 
ately resolved to attempt the ob- 
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taining of his pardon and saving 
of his life. Without going home, 
he therefore rode the nearest 
way to the house of the viceroy, 
when he found that he had resolv- 
ed upon the death of the unhap- 
py man, who had been appre- 
hended among a gang of thieves. 
As a proof of his determination 
and to avoid the receiving of any 
petitions in his favour, he had re- 
tired to his private apartment, in- 
to which no one is allowed to en- 
ter. The case, however, admit- 
ted of no delay, and as my Son at- 
tended his daughter, who was ill, 
ke had the privilege of access to 
any of the apartments in. the 
house, whenever he might have 
oecasion to visit his patient; he 
ventured thereforetoenter. ‘The 
method of petitioning among the 
Burmans, is to demand and de- 
clare that you will take no denial. 
My son therefore presented his 
request for this poor man’s life, 
and declared that he would not 
leave the place, till the request 
was granted, ‘ihe viceroy ob- 
served that he could not dispense 
with the laws, and that he had 
retired to his apartment to avoid 
importunities. My son replied, 
that he had, on that very account, 
ventured to enter. The viceroy 
at last told him, that if he would 
promise never to intercede for an- 
other, the man should be taken 
down. ‘This he refused; but 
still urged his request. At last, 
after about half an hour’s solicita- 
tion, he yielded and sending for 
his secretary, ordered him to 
write an order for taking down 
theman. ‘This order was to pass 
through ali the forms of office, 
but was executed as expeditious- 


ly,as could reasonahly have been 


expected. He then gode off to 


Pe 
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the place of execution ; but when 
he arrived there, no one of the of- 
ficers attending the execution, 
would read the order without a 
reward. He reasoned with them 
a good while, but to no purpose, 
the poor man wdc, fia agonies 
just by him. At last he was con- 
strained to offer them a piece of 
cloth worth twelve or fourteen ru- 
pees. On which they read the 
order, and took down the man, 
after he had been nailed to the 
cross upwards of six hours, The 
poor victim had just strength e- 
nough to turn his head and thank 
his deliverer. Felix then took him 
home, dressed his wounds, and ate 
tended him with care. He is 
now nearly well, and lives with 
him, to whom, indeed, he is bound 
by the Burman laws, as long as 
he lives. He is a young man, 
scarcely twenty years of age. 

Brother Chater, who returned 
about a fortnight ago, says he be- 
lieves there was not another per- 
son in the kingdom who could 
have procured the poor man’s re- 
lease. 

Dec. 7. There are twenty-three 
persons now either proposed or 
mentioned to the church here, as 
desirous of entering into church 
fellowship. I expect they wiil all 
be baptized within another month 
or two. The Lord has lately 
given witness to the word of his 
grace, and is still carrying for- 
ward his work, among us in a 
very encouraging manner. Bro- 
ther Chamberlain with brother 
Peacock (lately called to the 
ministry in this church) is going 
to attempt planting the standard 
of the cross of Christ in Hindoos- 
tan, and brother Robinson with 
brother Cornish (algo for this 
church) is gone to Bovtan for the 
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same purpose. May our gra- 
cious Lord vouchsafe succestte 
these new undertakings. 

In the translation of the word 
of God we go forward in a regu- 
Jar manner. To what have been 
delivered already to the public, I 
hope by the end of the year to 
see added, the pentateuch in 
Sangskrit, the prophetical books 


' in the Orrissa language, and the 


New Testament in the Hindoos- 


thannee and Mahratta languages, © 


The’ printing of the New Testa- 
ment is also more or less advan- 
ced in Chinese and Guzzerattee. 
We are about to begin the print- 
ing in Telinga language and the 
Burman. We have translated the 
whole of the New Testament, and 
2 or 3 books of the Old into the 
first of these; but as our late 
brother Des Granges, of the Lon- 
don Missionary Society, had 
translated Matthew, Mark, and 
Luke into that language, it is de- 
sirable that brother Des Granges’ 
translation should be printed, to 
remain as a memorial of his la- 
bours of love ; they will therefore 
be printed immediately. The 
translation into Carnata is in the 
same forwardness with the Telin- 
ga, and may be printed with the 
game types. We have lately be- 
gun a translation into the lan- 
guage of Cashmeere, and hope, 
ere long, to begin the work in the 
language of Assam. 

These are the outlines of the 
most considerable things going 
forward among us, as it respects 
the cause of our Lord ‘VJesus 
Christ. Upon the whole we haye 
abundant cause for encourage- 
ment, and I am encouraged.— 
Our. brothers in the church of 
England have not been without 
encouragement, and upon the 
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whole, I think, the progress of 
the gospel in this. country has ex- 
ceeded the most sanguine hopes of 
its warmest friends, The Lord 
blesses the labours of some of our 
native brethren in a very great de. 
gree, particularly, those of our 
brother Krishna, andof our breth- 
ren Carapait, Aratoon, and John 
Peter, who, though of the Ar. 
menian nation, speak Bengalee as 
thei vernacular language. 

Witiiam Carey, 


eee 


ORDINATIONS. 
Orpainep on the 15th May last, 
Rev. Samuet C. THatcueEr, Pas- 
tor of the new south church in 
Summer street, Boston. Sermon 

by Dr. Kirkland, _ , 
On the 22 May last, Rev. Je$- 
sE FrsHer, over the Second 
church and Society, Windham, 


Con.—Sermon by Dr. Lathrop, 





West. Springfield Rev. Jona- 
THAN Cons, over the church and 
Society in Bristol, Con —Sermon 
by Rev. Dan Huntington, Mid- 
dletown—Rev. Joun BartTLettT;, 
over the second church and Soct- 
ety in Marblehead, Mass.—Ser- 
mon by Dr. Holmes of Cam- 
bridge. 

InsTALLED, on the 29 of May 
last, Rev. Samuet Gooprtcs, in 
the pastoral charge of the third 
church and Society in Berlin 
Con.—Sermon by Rev. Benont 
Upson of Berlin. 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS. 

The Primer improved; or the 
Child’s Companion : Embracing 
the usual variety contained in a 
Primer; Likewise a minor Cate- 
chism for young childgen, Dr. 
Watts’ Catechism fon, children, 
the Westminster Alsembly’s 
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Shorter Catechism and the high- 
ly excellent Hymns of Dr. Watts 
entitled Divine Songs. Design- 
ed to impress upon thé tender 
minds of children the importance 
of early piety. : is 
This edition is published, at the: 
request of the Gcneral Conven- 
tion, by the Trustees of the Ver- 


‘mont Missionary Society. Strict 


attention has been paid to-eor- 
rectness, and the Assembly’s Cat- 
echism has been carefully,revised 
by several of the most authentic 
editions. It is presumed that the 
divine songs will be considered a 
valuable appendage. These Songs 
are often retailed at 10 cents, or 
121i cents each. But this edition 
of the Primer of which the Songs 
are but one third partis sold by 
the Society’s General Agent, 
Wm. G. Hooker, Middlebury, 
fer 3 dollars a hundred. The 
Committee of the Society have 
put the Primer at this moderate 
price, with the hope that, in most 
towns, a few individuals will be 
induced to purchase a supply for 
such towns and distribute them 
gratis. 

A Sermon, preached on the 
day of general Election, at Mont- 
pelier, Oct. 11, 1810, before the 
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Wottbrable Legislature ‘of Ver- 
‘mont, by Chester Wright, A. M. 
Paster of ‘the Congregational 
church in Montpelier. Randolph, 
S. Wright 1810. 

The excellency of the Scrip- 
tures; a Sermon delivered before 
the Albany’ Bible Society, at their 
annual meeting, in the North 
Dutch church, Feb. 12. 1811. 
By Samtel Blatchford, D. D. 
Pastor of the Presbyterian church 
Lansingburgh. Albany, Web- 
sters and Skinner. : 

Zion’s Pilgrim, by Robert: 
Hawker ,D. D. 18mo. Middlebu- 
ry, Samuel Swift, 1811, 

Dialogues, Letters, and Essays 
on various subjects, to. which is 
dnnexed an Etsay on Truth ‘con- 
taining an inquiry into ‘its nature 
and importance, with the causes 
of error, and the réasens of its be- 
ing permitted. Second Ameri- 
can ‘edition. 12mio. Middlebury, 
S. Swift, 1811. 

The: Saint’s Everlasting Rest ; 
ora Treatise of the ‘blessed state 
of the saints in their enjoyment of 
God in heaven. By Richard Bax- 
ter, Abridged by Benj. Fawcett. 
12mo.. Bosten, S. T’. Armstrong: 
Middlebury, S. Swift. 
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LORD'S DAY MORNING. 


WELCOME, sweet morn, whose grateful light 
Breaks off the slumbers of the night, 
* And calls my thoughts above. 
O may my heart be well prepared 
"To offer on thine altar, Lord, ‘ 


The sacrifice of love. 
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To God be sacred all the day ; 
To meditate, to praise, to pray, 
Be all my mind’s employ : 
Let no vain thought or wor icity care 
My bosom’s warm affection ‘share, © 
Or interrupt my joy. 


Onee, as this morn dispelled night’s gloom, 
It saw my Saviour burst the. tomb, 
And in his glory rise ; 
O. may he, like a morning star, 
Into my bosom, shine from far, 
And fit me for the skies. 


With patience I’ve employed my strength, 

Through six long days, in hope at length 
To taste the sweets of rest : 

O blessed power of grace divine, 

Come, warm this frozen heart of mine, 
And make me truly blest. 


Early, my cheerful feet shall move 
Up to thy courts, O God of love, _ 
And to thy throne draw nigh : 
There in thy presence will I Stand, 
Uniting with that holy band, 
Whose hearts ascend on high. 


O love! O joy! O bliss divine ! 
All that ye are, is truly mine, 
While heaven my heart employs : 
Here I could sit, and pass away 
A long, a never-ending day, 
Nor wish for sweeter joys. 


Pe wheels of time, move slowly on ; 
Earth, flesh and vanity, be gone ; 
To God my all is given: 
I’m mounting on celestial wings ; 
My soul in raptures loves and sings, 
And tastes the bliss of heaven. 
HeEmaAn. 








DONATIONS TO THE VERMONT MISS. SOCIETY. ~ 


From Ladies in Vergennes -* © n ¥ 10,00 
Levi Smith, Montpelier - - 1,00 
Mrs, Lois Waldo, Williamstown - 1,00 
Mrs, Doty, Bridport atte tidbine - 1,00 


Exratum—Vol. III. p, 179, Ist column pine 17 from bottom, for 
Turnbull read Trumbull. 





